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CREOSOTE/COAL TAR WOOD PRESERVATIVE

DESCRIPTION 
creosote is a dark brown to black liquid derived entirely 
from coal tar and having a typical coal tar odour. 

USES 
creosote is intended for use in the preservation of timber, 
exterior use only. The toxicity and strong odour prohibit 
the interior use of creosote for both human and animal 
habitation. It should not come into contact with food or 
potable water.

ADVANTAGES
•  Protection of wooden poles, wooden fences, eaves 

and rafters. 

•  Economical wood preservative. 

•  Easy to apply.

SURFACE PREPARATION 
All surfaces to be clean, dry and sound.

BONDING/PRIMING 
No primer required. 

MIXING 
Stir well before and during use. 

COVERAGE 
2 - 6 m² per Litre. 

APPLICATION 
Application by brush or dip.

CLEANING 
Tools, brushes and mixing equipment should be cleaned 
immediately after use and before material has set with  
abe® super brush cleaner followed by washing with soap 
and water.

PROTECTION ON COMPLETION 
None. 

TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Do not apply if temperature is below 5oC.

TYPICAL PHYSICAL PROPERTIES
Active ingredients creosote 1 070 g/L 

Consistency Thin liquid

Drying time This is a non-drying liquid

Toxicity Toxic

Flash point 95°C minimum

Fire resistance Flammable liquid

MODEL SPECIFICATION 
Coal tar based wood preservative. 

The wood preservative will be creosote, a coal tar 
wood preservative applied in accordance with the 
recommendations of a.b.e.® Construction Chemicals.

PACKAGING 
5L, 25L, 200L containers.

HANDLING & STORAGE 
This product has a shelf life of 12 months if kept in a dry cool 
place in the original packaging. In more extreme conditions 
this period might be shortened.

HEALTH & SAFETY
All tar-based products are classed as carcinogenic. creosote 
is toxic and flammable. Always ventilate a working area very 
well during application in order to remove fumes. The fumes 
are extremely strong smelling and the smell lingers for a 
long time. Avoid naked flames in the vicinity. Avoid excessive 
inhalation and skin contact. Clean hands well before smoking 
or eating. If material is splashed in the eye, wash well with 
plenty of clean water and seek medical attention. 

Note: Never store treated articles in the vicinity of fish, birds, 
bees or animals. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE 
This data sheet is issued as a guide to the use of the 
product(s) concerned. Whilst a.b.e.® Construction 
Chemicals endeavours to ensure that any advice, 
recommendation, specification or information is accurate 
and correct, the company cannot - because a.b.e.® has no 
direct or continuous control over where and how a.b.e.® 
products are applied - accept any liability either directly 
or indirectly arising from the use of a.b.e.® products, 
whether or not in accordance with any advice, specification, 
recommendation, or information given by the company.

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Where other products are to be used in conjunction with 
this material, the relevant technical data sheets should 
be consulted to determine total requirements. a.b.e.® 
Construction Chemicals has a wealth of technical and 
practical experience built up over years in the company’s 
pursuit of excellence in building and construction technology.


